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Minor in adventure tourism to be offered
A minor in adventure tourism will likely be available this fall through
Grand Valley’s Hospitality and Tourism Management department. The
curriculum project will be the first of its kind in Michigan.
Affiliate professor Robert Robins said the concept of adventure tourism is
fairly new and one of the fastest growing segments of the industry.
“We all have demands on our time so more and more people want their
vacations planned for them and linked to their lifestyles, hobbies and
interests,” Robins said. “They want to be challenged; they want adventure
and excitement with manageable risk.”
Robins said adventure tourism has its foundations in the romantic era of
exploration but has come into its own during the past 20 years as a definable segment of the tourism industry. As part of his adventure tourism
class, Robins said students learn about operations management, marketing, cultural sensitivity and participant motivations. Students also have
the opportunity to take trips and experience what some vacationers want
and need through sessions in experiential learning.
In February, a group of students went to the Munising Ice Climbing
Festival where they climbed the frozen falls. “Ice climbing was a blast and

I felt safe,” said Aaron Hagen, a senior
majoring in hospitality and tourism
management. “It was beneficial to
watch and analyze how an event like
the festival operates and attracts people to the Upper Peninsula.”
Senior Kehaulani Kehoe said ice
climbing was challenging, but the
experience will help professionally.
“Our class has had the opportunity to
experience many things,” said Kehoe.
“We’ve taken part in geocaching, scuba
diving, kayaking and rock climbing.”
Robins said while degrees in adventure tourism are common in Europe,
Canada and Australia, Grand Valley
will be one of the few universities in
the U.S. to offer either a minor or a
major in adventure tourism.
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Joe Bitely, left, and Robert Robins
and are pictured at the Munising Ice
Climbing Festival.

Across Campus
GVSU? There’s an
app for that!
Grand Valley has launched a new mobile
application for the iPhone. The app — which
features news, maps, multimedia content and
a directory — was built by students and is the
first product of the Mobile Applications and
Services Lab in the School of Computing and
Information Systems.
That lab is led by professor Jonathan Engelsma
— a Grand Valley alumnus who returned to his
alma mater in August 2009 after 16 years working in research for Motorola.
Engelsma said the idea for the app arose last
fall, when students were brainstorming potential projects for the lab to undertake. “This
project provided an opportunity for students
to get acquainted with the technology in a way
that also serves the community,” Engelsma said.
A group of eight undergraduate and graduate
students worked on the project. The application has five sub-sections. A news tab features
headlines from GVNow, the Lanthorn and

Laker Sports. A
directory links
into Grand Valley’s
People Finder, to
help users find
students, faculty
and staff members
— allowing users
to add the results
directly to their
iPhone address
books. There’s also
a Twitter feed that
monitors traffic
related to Grand
Valley. A media
section ties into
multimedia content — including Grand Valley YouTube videos.
Finally, there’s a GPS-enabled map function
that will help people find their way around
campus.
The project has taken students through all the
parts of software development — conceptualization, building, deployment, and feedback
from users. “It’s a really nice experience for the
students in my lab,” Engelsma said. “It’s like

they’re working on a real consumer software
development project.”
Engelsma graduated from Grand Valley with a
computer science degree in 1987. Former Grand
Valley professor Bruce Klein encouraged him
to pursue a doctorate, so Engelsma went to
Michigan State University with the notion of
becoming a college professor. Instead, he ended
up working for Motorola, telecommuting from
his West Michigan home.
There’s also an Android version of the application in the pipeline, Engelsma said.

Nominations sought
for Celebrating Women
awards
The Women’s Commission is seeking nominations for the Maxine Swanson and Women’s
Impact awards.
These awards, and others, will be presented
at the Celebrating Women Awards ceremony
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
on April 1. The Maxine Swanson Award is presented to someone who
has provided leadership in support of the rights of women on campus.
The Women’s Impact Award recipient is someone who is committed to
improving the lives of women on campus and/or women and girls in the
community.
Additional criteria and nomination forms can be found online at www.
gvsu.edu/w_commission. The deadline to nominate someone is Monday,
March 22. For more information, call the Women’s Center at x12748.

United Way campaign sees increase,
earns honors
During the 2009 United Way campaign, Grand Valley faculty and staff
members responded generously
in the face of tough times, posting increases both in the number
of people giving and the amount
given. Those efforts were honored
by Heart of West Michigan United
Way during a February 11 awards
ceremony.

the Top 10 campaigns in the region; and the Lasting Change award, which
honored the campaigns that had the largest increases in total funds raised.
The campaign ran for two weeks in October and saw donations from 1,150
employees, raising $149,075, an increase over 2008’s 1,081 employees giving $141,157.

Deadline nears for research grants
The deadline for submission of Faculty Research Grants-in-Aid, funded by
the Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence, is April 1.
This grant round is intended for research conducted during the Fall 2010
semester. Applications are online at www.gvsu.edu/csce. Questions can be
directed to x12281.

Japanese university officials visit

Grand Valley’s annual United Way
campaign was honored with three
awards, including the Coordinator
of the Year Award for campaign cocordinator Marlene Kowalski-Braun.
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, center,
The award honors coordinators
accepts an award as United Way
who have at least three years of
coordinator of the year. At left is 2009
United Way chair Sean P. Welsh, at
experience, have shown improvement, innovation and an increase in right is 2010 chair George Aquino.
participation. Kowalski-Braun was
lauded her for her 10 years of service with the campaign.

Grand Valley was also presented with the Platinum Star award, given to
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Mark Schaub, executive director of the Padnos International Center,
far left, and Provost Gayle R. Davis, right, meet with officials from
Ritsumeikan Asia-Pacific University in Beppu, Japan, one of Grand
Valley’s partner institutions. They are, from left, Yuichi Kondo, Kida
Naruya and Murakami Takeshi.

GVFaces
Kelly Campbell
Affiliate Professor, School
of Communications
Kelly Campbell is a busy woman.
In addition to being an affiliate professor of
advertising and public relations, Campbell
is also working on her dissertation for
a doctorate in educational leadership
with an emphasis in higher education
at Western Michigan University.
“I’m exploring how public relations is
conducted differently in a higher education
setting compared to a business setting,”
said Campbell. “I want to study an area
where we don’t know much about.”

Other publications by the News and Information
Services Office include:

Campbell is also a student advisor, mentors
new professors, and serves on the School of
Communications’ technology committee.

To see video features and daily campus news,
visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow.

Campbell originally went to college to major
in communications and journalism, but she
became interested in public relations while
earning a bachelor’s degree at the University of
Michigan Honors College. Her undergraduate
thesis examined music television and its
influence on advertising, movies, and music.

Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly for
the university community. Visit its Web site at
www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/
equal opportunity institution.

Cert no. SW-COC-003618

She later earned
a master’s degree
in advertising
from Michigan
State University.
After holding
marketing and public
relations positions
in corporate and
broadcast sectors, she
most recently worked
for the American
Kelly Campbell
Red Cross of West
Central Michigan
as director of community relations
and outreach. She joined Grand Valley
as an adjunct professor in 2002.
Campbell said she enjoys being a professor
for two reasons: the students who keep
her constantly learning, and she said she
also thrives on teaching in an environment
that is rich in ideas and research.
She said enjoys spending time with
her husband, 11-year-old son and
the family’s two dogs. She also likes
exploring the outdoors, creating beaded
jewelry and cooking gourmet meals.
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What’s Ahead
Workshop helps turn
‘blue to bright’
A workshop sponsored by Health and
Wellness will help participants learn
how to overcome life’s stressors.
“Turning from Blue to Bright” will be held at
noon on Tuesday, March 23, in the Kirkhof
Center, room 1104; and noon on Thursday,
March 25, in the DeVos Center, room 303C.
Alison Brown, CEO of Encompass,
Grand Valley’s Employee Assistance
Service, will lead the workshop. Register
online at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

Annual fair highlights
technology and teaching
The Ninth Annual Teaching and Learning
with Technology Fair is planned for
Wednesday, March 24, from 12:30-3 p.m. in
the Kirkhof Center, rooms 2201 and 2204.
The fair is sponsored by Educational
Technology and the Pew Faculty Teaching
and Learning Center. More than 24 faculty
members are expected to present their
methods of integrating technology into
their teaching and learning practices. The
two recipients of the Pew Teaching with
Technology Award — Nathan Barrows, assistant
professor of chemistry, and Sue Swatzlander,
professor of English — will be recognized.
For more information, including a list of
faculty exhibits, visit www.gvsu.edu/it/tech.

Frerichs will read
from new book
Catherine Frerichs, professor of writing,
will read from her new book, Desires of
the Heart: A Daughter Remembers Her
Missionary Parents, during an event
sponsored by the Writing Department.
The reading is set for Wednesday, March 24,
at 4 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 2263.
In the book, Frerichs uses her parents’ letters
and other research to write about their 40
years as missionaries in Papua New Guinea,
from her perspective as their daughter.

Grant writers and
recipients to be honored
The fifth annual Grants on the Grand ceremony
will be held Wednesday, March 24, from
6-8:30 p.m. at the Eberhard Center. The event
is sponsored by the Grants Development and
Administration office and recognizes faculty
and staff members who write grants and receive
external funding for their scholarly endeavors.

noon in the Kirkhof Center, room 2263.
Her Story is a series of presentations by campus
women; the long-running series is sponsored
by the Women’s Center and Women’s
Commission. Faculty and staff members who
attend are encouraged to bring their lunches.
Dang said she will discuss her family’s
escape from Vietnam and their struggle
to find a place in West Michigan. Dang
will also talk about how she integrates
her cultural values into the workplace.
For more information about the presentation,
contact the Women’s Center at x12748.

Speaker to discuss
Crohn’s and Colitis
Crohn’s and Colitis, collectively known as
Inflammatory Bowel Disease, affects 1.4 million
Americans and is often diagnosed between the
ages of 15 and 25. IBD is a chronic disorder
that causes inflammation of the digestive tract.
Persistent diarrhea, crampy abdominal pain,
and fever are some of the hallmark symptoms.
To help other students, Justin Gray, a Grand
Valley student, started the Crohn’s and
Colitis Student Initiative last fall. Members
include students with IBD, those that
have friends or family members with IBD,
or just those that want to learn more.
Dr. Harold Conrad, a pediatric
gastroenterologist, will address the
barriers students with IBD face and what
faculty members can do to eliminate these
hindrances. The event is set for Thursday,
March 25, at the Cook-DeWitt Center from
5-6:30 p.m. For more information, contact
Justin Gray at justinfgray@hotmail.com.

Local film to premiere
Now celebrating 15 years — and 15
films — Grand Valley’s Summer Film
Program will premiere the locally
produced short film “The Darkroom.”
Thanks to the generosity of Loeks Theatres,
the film will be screened on Thursday,
March 25, at 7 p.m., at Celebration Cinema
North, located at Knapp and East Beltine,
in Grand Rapids. The public is welcome
with a suggested $5 donation for admission
to the film and reception to follow.
The Summer Film Program provides film and
video production students the opportunity
to work alongside industry professionals on
every aspect of a short film, from start to
finish. More than 25 students have actively
worked on the production of this film. It
was written and directed by Z. Eric Yang, a
narrative filmmaker who teaches 16mm film
production and scriptwriting at Grand Valley.

OMA director to
present Her Story

The plot focuses on the character John, a
divorced, old-school photographer, who has
spent his life dedicated to the discipline of
his darkroom and the art of photography.
He suddenly finds himself fighting for his
craft, and ultimately his livelihood, when his
young manager gives him an ultimatum. He
is faced with a decision that will define him
not only as an artist, but also as a father.

Connie Dang, director of the Office of
Multicultural Affairs, will present a Her
Story lecture on Thursday, March 25, at

More than 100 still photos and slides were
needed in the film as props used by the actors
in many scenes. All of them were shot and

In 2009, Grand Valley researchers
engaged in 99 research projects worth
approximately $17 million in grant
funding. So far in 2010, 45 projects have
been awarded more than $10 million.

hand-printed by Grand Valley photography
students Amy Stubblefield and Mark Andrus.
“We needed to create both film-based and
digital photographs for scenes where the actors
compared their quality,” said Stubblefield.
“Another scene required photographic slides
being projected by the main character.”

Area students ready
for Science Olympiad
Middle and high school students from 73
schools in Kent
and Ottawa
counties are
preparing to
show off their
science and
mathematics
skills at the
Region 12
Michigan
Science
Olympiad,
hosted by
Grand Valley.
This is the 26th
year Grand
Valley has
Pictured is a student from the
2009 Science Olympiad. This
played host to
year’s events will be held on
the regional
campus Saturday.
tournament,
which consists
of 46 middle and high school events in biology,
chemistry, physics, earth science, computers
and technology. These events are a mixture of
academic, engineering and design challenges.
Science Olympiad events take place Saturday,
March 27, from 9:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m, on the
Allendale Campus. The headquarters is
located in room 192 in the Fieldhouse. The
awards ceremony will run from 4:30-6 p.m.
The public is invited to attend open events.
“The tournament is pure excitement for
middle and high school students,” said Margo
Dill, tournament co-director. “The students
work diligently for months for this one day of
competition. They are eager to compete and
truly excited to be on a college campus.”
For a complete schedule of events,
event locations, and participating
schools, contact Grand Valley’s Regional
Math and Science Center at x12267,
or visit www.gvsu.edu/mso-r12.

WGS dinner will preview
Chicago’s visit
Women and Gender Studies is hosting
a dinner next week to preview an April
event in Grand Rapids with Judy Chicago,
artist, author, feminist and educator.
The WGS dinner is set for Monday, March 29,
in the Alumni House. Anna Campbell, assistant
professor of art and design, will speak about
the significance of Chicago’s work. The dinner
will start at 7 p.m.; RSVP by sending an e-mail
to womenctr@gvsu.edu, or calling x12748.
The West Michigan Women’s Studies
Council will host “An Evening with Judy
Chicago” on April 5, 7 p.m., at Celebration
Cinema North. For more on Chicago’s
work, visit www.judychicago.com.
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General Events
Mon., March 22
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: “Working with
Second Language Writers.” 2201 KC. Call
x13498 for more information.
6 p.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “Russia and
the Near Abroad,” by Roman Popadiuk.
Aquinas College Performing Arts Center,
Grand Rapids. Call x12770 for more information.

Tues., March 23
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop:
“Turning from Blue to Bright.” 1104 KC.
Call x12215 for more information.
3 p.m.: Women’s Center sponsors EqualiTea.
Grand River Room, KC. Call x12748 for
more information.
4:30 p.m.: COIS hosts Colloquium on
Community Reading. 2215/2216 KC. Call
x18655 for more information.
6 p.m.: Seidman College of Business hosts
Business Plan Competition. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ent
for more information.

Wed., March 24
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence

Series. “West Michigan, Meet the World:
Understanding & Talking with your
International Co-workers.” 123 CHS. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/seminar to RSVP.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.
Noon-5 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. 1140
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerlore for more
information.
12:30 p.m.: Academic Computing hosts
Teaching and Learning with Technology
Symposium. 2204 KC. Call x12035 for
more information.
4 p.m.: Cesar E. Chavez Celebration Event.
“Latina Leadership Lessons,” by Aurelia
Flores. CDC Call x12177 for information.

Elaine Sterrett Isely, research associate at
the Annis Water Resources Institute, gave a
presentation, “Rein in the Runoff: Spring Lake
Stormwater Integrated Assessment Project
Final Report,” at the Spring Lake Library.
Carl Ruetz, associate professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave a seminar, “Ecology of the Invasive Round Goby:
Implications for the Great Lakes Food Web,”
for the Department of Geology, Geography and
Environmental Studies at Calvin College.
Academic Computing staff members Autumn
DeRoo, Jayne Dissette, Matt Hodgman,
Aaron Lamphere, Jake Romero and Vince St.
Germain gave presentations, “GVSU on iTunes
U: SuperUsers, Workflow and Blackboard
Integration,” at the Michigan Blackboard User
Group Conference at Grand Rapids Community
College.

1 p.m.: Latin American Studies presents
“Queer Ricans: Cultural Representations
of the Puerto Rican Queer Diaspora,” by
Lawrence La Fountain-Stokes. 2204 KC.
Call x18110 for more information.

Fri., March 26
Noon: Faculty and Staff Fridays in the Writing
Center. 120 LOH. Visit www.gvsu.edu/wc
for more information.
4 p.m.: Inclusion and Equity Division hosts
reception for Dwight Hamilton. University
Club Room, DEV. Call x13296 for more
information.

Sat., March 27
Thurs., March 25
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop:
“Turning from Blue to Bright.” 303C, DEV.
Call x12215 for more information.
Noon: Women’s Center Her Story by Connie
Dang. 2263 KC. Call x12748 for more information.

8 a.m.-5 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage
Celebration RICE Conference. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/oma
for more information.

Sun., March 28
2 p.m.: Student Veterans Organization hosts
Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 5K Fun
Run/Walk. Start at Lubbers Stadium. Preregister at www.gvsu.edu/veterans.

Noon-5 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches

gvsu.edu/lakerlore for more information.

John Weber, associate professor of geology, cowrote an article, “Prehistoric Earthquakes on
the Caribbean-South American Plate Boundary,
Central Range Fault, Trinidad,” published in
Geology.

Pre-order anniversary
book today

Norman Christopher, director of the
Sustainability Initiative, moderated a panel
discussion on renewable energy at the Padnos
Recycling Facility in Wyoming.
Janet Vail, associate professor at Annis Water
Resources Institute, presented a workshop,
“Human Population,” at the Michigan Science
Teachers Association Annual Conference in
Lansing.
John D. Hewitt, professor of criminal justice,
co-wrote an article, “Negotiating Roles and
Relationships: Stepping Through the Minefield
of Co-authors and Textbook Publishers,” published in the Journal of Scholarly Publishing.

Secure your copy of Grand Valley Celebrates 50
Years of Shaping Lives, for $19.95, by placing
a pre-order today. Pre-orders will receive a
free gift, a commemorative bookmark will be
included with all orders placed before May 1.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/forum50book to pre-order,
or for more information. Shipping is $8.50. Save
on shipping by placing an order to hold a book
at the Allendale or DeVos Center bookstores.

